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SOME OBSERVATIONS OF VERTEBRATE FAUNA OF THE 
NEBRASKA SANDHILLS, 1941 THROUGH 1943 
H. Elliot! McClure * 
It has been twenty-two years since 
I had the pleasure of studying the 
fauna of Nebraska's sandhill country. 
During the thre'e years from 1941 to 
1944 I tallied birds from roadside and 
horseback. In the intervening years 
between then and the present, Ameri-
ca's population has grown from 131 
million to 179 million. I am not aware 
of the effect this mass of humanity 
has had upon the economy of the 
sandhill area, but probably no habi-
tat in the country has been free of its 
impacts. Because of this I feel that 
my records of species and the num-
bers that I saw then may have his-
torical interest to workers in the area 
today. 
The bulk of the observations was 
made at the W. E. Dunne ranch in 
Loup County (Fig. 1) and at the 
Valentine Wildlife Refuge south of 
Valentine in Cherry County (Fig. 2). 
The Dunne ranch lay astride of the 
Calamus River in the northwest por-
tion of Loup County. About 900 acres 
of river valley (Fig. 1) were in tall 
meadow grass which was harvested 
each fall and stacked for winter fe-ed. 
South of the hay meadows were pas-
tures on low hills sparsely clothed 
with grass (Fig. 3). On the more 
than 3000 acres were run a herd of 
approximately 300 head of Hereford 
Cattle. Wild hay, supplemented with 
commercial feed, supplied them in the 
winter on the meadows, and they 
ranged the hills in summer. The only 
cultivation was in two small fields 
*Present address: Migratory Animal 
Pathological Survey, Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology, Box 6119, 
APO San Francisco 96323. Formerly 
with Nebraska Game Forestation 
and Parks Commission, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
planted to corn (Fig. 4). Ranch head-
quarters 'and fields were protected by 
windbreaks of cottonwood, plum, and 
Chinese elm. 
With this controlled grazing and 
sustained pasture program, numerous 
natural habitats were maintained that 
supported a variety of wildlife. Bor-
dering the riveT were dense thickets 
of willows and occasional cottonwoods 
(Fig. 1), while in hollows in the hills 
were tangles of the tough briar-like 
plum Fig. 3) Cattle shaded in these 
plum thickets on hot summer days 
and fed among the willows in winter. 
Each week a tally of birds and 
mammals was made from horseback 
along the 15-mile route shown in Fig. 
4. Four hours were spent along the 
Calamus in the morning and an equal 
time in the afternoon in the hills. 
Each willow or plum thicket was ex-
plored on foot and many hours were 
spent on hilltops from which upland 
game cover could be watched. All 
game and its activities were recorded, 
and in 1943 observations were made 
of several species of nesting song 
birds. 
The usual routine was to spend 
Wednesday at the ranch, drive on to 
the Valentine Refuge on Thursday 
morning, and spend the afternoon in 
observations there. The return trip to 
Ord was made on Friday afternoon 
or Saturday morning. This series of 
observations entailed about 350 miles 
of driving during which conspicuous 
wild mammals and birds seen from 
the car were recorded. 
Upland game were not concerned 
by the field truck which could be 
parked at prairie chicken stamping 
grounds without disturbing them 
(Fig. 5). Coyotes often passed by to 
inspect it and swallows even entered 
it in search of suitable nesting sites. 
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Fig. 2 The Nebraska Sandhills at the Valentine Wildlife Refuge, 
Cherry County. 
Game Birds 
The seasonal abundance of game 
birds at the ranch is given in Table 
1. Ring-necked Pheasants were per-
manent residents with yearly abun-
dance as shown in Fig. 6. During win-
ter months they were conspicuous as 
they fed in the corn fields or about 
haystacks. In May and June they 
dispersed from the valley into the 
hills to nest, became secretive, and 
became more inconspicuous because 
of vegetative cover. With the hatching 
of chicks in June and July the popu-
lations rapidly increased and the birds 
became bolder and more conspicuous. 
Prairie Chickens and Sharp-tailed 
Grouse were both winter residents 
about the ranch headquarters and 
windbreaks, from which they moved 
into the hills to nest. There were 
no stamping grounds on the ranch 
but two were near the roadside sever-
al miles to the east and south (Fig. 
5) . Each spring Prairie Chicken 
booming could be heard from the 
ranch. 
Small coveys of Bob-white Quail 
led a precarious existence since win-
ters were apt to be severe for them. 
They usually remained near the ranch 
headquarters and were never seen 
back in the hills. 
Chukar partridges were released 
among the windbreaks at the head-
quarters in 1942 and a few attempted 
to nest in 1943, but the release gradu-
ally dwindled and the species failed 
to become established. 
The Mourning Dove was a common 
summer resident, nesting in cotton-
woods and plums and reaching peak 
abundance during migration in Au-
gust and September. The common 
Snipe and Upland Plover were also 
summer residents and probably nested 
here. Both Mallard and Blue-winged 
Teal nested on the ranch, usually 
back in the hills away from the river. 
The ducklings were walked to the 
meadows and river. Other waterfowl 
appeared during spring migration. 
Fi
g.
 3
 
T
he
 W
. 
E.
 D
un
ne
 R
an
ch
 l
oo
ki
ng
 n
o
rt
h 
a
c
ro
ss
 
su
m
m
e
r 
pa
st
ur
es
. 
Pl
um
 t
hi
ck
et
 i
n 
sm
a
ll 
ho
llo
w
 i
n 
fo
re
gr
ou
nd
. 
z ~ ~ ~ t;O ::j' c.. ~ ~ =s. ~ ~ 
6 Nebraska Bird Review 
\ 
\ i 
~--- -----I ----~_Il.l 
"STU'" 
, 
, 
, 
\ 
\ 
..... tJ _______ -'0-': 
, 
\,1 
'~ \ 
, : ....... t::::>PLU .. 
,~ ,~ PLUII I 
(~ ......... " \ / 
\ 
,~;_ .. -,qO':' 
WILL DUNNE RANCH LDUP CO., NEBRASKA 
- - - - ROUTE OF WEEKLY WILDLIFE TALLY 
Fig. 4 Map of Dunne Ranch. 
Other Bird Species 
Other conspicuous birds that were 
regularly tallied on the ranch are 
listed in Table 2. Sandhill Cranes 
passed over each April and October. 
Killdeers were a summer resident that 
nested in the meadows and led downy 
young to more open grass. The Great 
Blue Heron was regularly seen, but 
nested in a large cottonwood grove 
many miles north. Hawks were usu-
ally passage residents, but Marsh 
Hawks nested in the hay meadows. 
The Black-billed Magpie was a resi-
dent which nested in both willow and 
plum thickets. Burrowing Owls nested 
in the vacant dens of a large Prairie 
Dog town, but were a summer resi-
dent only. The Meadow Lark was a 
summer resident nesting in abundance 
in hills and meadow with peak popu-
lations during spring and fall migra-
tion. The Horned Lark was a perma-
nent resident, but each winter severe 
weather of February and March 
forced great numbers south, increas-
ing by many fold the usual numbers 
seen in the area. 
The records of nests noted in 1943 
are given in Table 3. Mourning Dove 
nesting was high and the success was 
about 50% which was similar to that 
noted at Ord and in Iowa (McClure 
1946). Success of the other species 
listed appears high because of the 
method of observation. Most nests 
were discovered when parents were 
seen carrying food to young, hence 
earlier losses of nests and eggs were 
not observed. 
Other Vertebrates 
Diurnal mammals were recorded at 
the ranch whenever seen. A large 
prairie dog town was on a dry plateau 
to the south of the river. Here the 
numbers seen reflected the seasons 
and the temperature rather than the 
numbers in the town. They were most 
conspicuously on the surface in May 
and September. Cottontail rabbits 
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Fig. 5 Sharp-tailed Grouse at a stamping ground. Photographed . from 
the window of a field truck. 
made use of the windbreaks and of 
the willow beds in the valley. They 
were rarely seen back in the hills and 
were tallied most often in the winter 
and spring when there was less cover 
to hide them. Both the Black-tailed 
arid White-tailed Jack Rabbits were 
resident, but the Black-tailed was 
much more abundant. Both species 
were most evident in the months of 
little vegetation cover. Coyotes were 
most often seen in fall and early 
winter. 
Turtles were most often seen in the 
spring months than at other seasons. 
This was probably related to their 
movement from hibernaculae as was 
the movement of salamanders seen in 
the Valentine Refuge in March 1942 
(McClure 1943). 
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Fig. 6 Seasonal abundance of pheasants. 
Roadside Tallies 
The numbers of conspicuous birds 
seen while driving from Burwell to 
the Valentine Refuge and back each 
week are listed in Table 5. In earlier 
discussions of Nebraska's birds (see 
Bibliography) various facets of these 
observations have been mentioned. 
The figures given are about what 
could be expected to be seen in travel 
through the sandhills by the major 
roads, which were all gravel or sand 
at the time (Fig. 7) at a speed of 
less than 45 miles per hour. Compar-
ing species in Tables 1 and 2 with 
those listed in Table 5 will show that 
seasonal trends were the same in most 
instances. 
List of Writer's Papers Related to 
Nebraska Fauna 
McClure, H. Elliott. 1944. Census-
ing pheasants by detonations. Journ. 
Wildl. Mgt., 8 :61-65. 
____ . 1945. Comparison of cen-
sus methods for pheasants in Nebras-
ka. J ourn. Wildl. Mgt., 8 :38-45. 
____ . 1943. Salamanders and 
snow. Ecology 24 :265-266. 
____ . 1946. Mourning Doves in 
Nebraska and the West. Auk 63:24-
42. 
____ . 1946. Phoebes in Central 
Nebraska. Auk 63 :211-215. 
___ . 1948. Factors in winter 
starvation of pheasants. Journ. Wildl. 
Mgt., 12 :267-271. 
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Total 
Nest Successful Nests bI lIonth Total 
Seecies Location Nests lIaI Jun Jul Aug See Nests 
lIourning Dove Cottonwood 
Zenaidura macroura Plum 
Apple 
Elm 
Box Elder 
Honey Locust 
Austrian Pine 
Total 
Blue Grosbeak Plum 
Guiraca caerulea 
Grasshopper Sparrow Grass 
Ammodramus savannarum 
Lark Sparrow Grass 
Chondestes grammacus 
lIeadow Lark Grass 
Sturnella neglecta 
Common Grackle Plum 
Quiscalus guiscula Cottonwood 
Crow Plum 
Corvus brachyrhynchos 
Black-billed lIagpie Plum 
Pica eica 
Brown Thrasher Plum 
Toxostoma rufum 
Bell's Vireo Plum 
Vireo belli! 
Barn Swallow Barn 
Hirundo rustica 
Burrowing Owl Prairiedog 
SeeotIto cunicularia town 
____ . 1949. The eyeworm, Oxy-
spirura petrowi, in Nebraska pheas-
ants. Journ. Wildl. Mgt., 13 :303-307. 
____ ,. 1951. An analysis of ani-
mal victims on Nebraska's highways. 
17 
3 
1 
3 
0 
1 
0 
25 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 5 12 8 28 
1 5 6 
2 2 
2 1 1 2 6 
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TABLE 5. The average numbers of birds seen per day while driving along 
gravel roads of the Nebraska sandhills between Burwell and 
Valentine. 
Year Jan Feb liar Apr lIay Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
lIarsh Hawk - Circus cyaneus 
1942 11.0 8.7 3.0 2.6 3.5 7.0 8.0 10.6 7.5 6.3 
1943 3.6 4.0 7.2 6.0 3.8 2.5 5.0 3.6 5.8 7.0 3.6 2.4 
1944 2.7 4.0 5.1 3.3 
Ave. 3.1 4.0 7.8 6.0 3.4 2.6 4.2 5.3 6.9 8.8 5.6 4.3 
Sparrow Hawk (Kestrel) - Falco sparverius 
1942 7.0 7.0 3.2 .7 ~ 13.3 12.2 .9 .2 0 
1943 0 .1 1.6 10.4 1.5 1.0 3.4 9.7 14.0 3.5 .2 .2 
1944 .3 0 .5 11.0 
Ave. .1 .1 3.0 9.5 2.3 .9 3.3 ll.5 13.1 2.2 .2 .1 
American Rough-legged Hawk - Buteo lagopus 
1942 1.0 0 .4 .1 .1 --.-5 0 1.9 1.0 4.0 
1943 0 1.4 3.4 1.1 0 0 0 .1 .3 3.3 2.2 3.2 
1944 2.8 2.8 1.5 1.0 
Ave. 1.4 2.1 2.0 .7 .2 .1 .1 .3 .1 2.6 1.6 3.6 
Ferruginous Rough-letted Hawk - Buteo regalis 
1942 0 0 0 0 0 -0-- 0 0 1.7 3.0 
1943 3.2 .6 .4 0 0 0 0 0 .1 .3 .4 0 
1944 0 0 0 0 
Ave. 3.2 .6 .4 0 0 0 0 0 .1 .3 1.0 1.5 
Swainson Hawk - Buteo swainsoni 
1942 0 .5 2.0 1.32.5 3.0 1.6 1.1 .1 0 
1943 0 0 0 2.6 3.3 1.5 2.2 3.6 3.3 1.3 .2 0 
1944 0 0 0 3.3 
Ave. 0 0 0 2.1 2.7 1.4 2.3 3.3 2.5 1.2 .1 0 
Golden Eagle - Aguila chrysaetos 
1942 0 .2 .2 .2 0 0 0 0 .6 .7 
1943 1.2 .7 .4 0 .1 0 .2 .1 0 .2 .4 1.2 
1944 .8 1.7 .3 .1 
Ave. 1.0 1.2 .35 .15 .15 .1 .1 .05 0 .1 .2 .6 
Bald Eagle - Haliaetus leucocephalus 
1942 0 0 .6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1943 0 0 .1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .2 0 
1944 .1 .1 0 .1 
Total .1 .1 .1 .1 .6 0 0 0 0 0 .2 0 
Prairie Falcon - Falco mexicanus 
1942 0 0 .2 .1 --.1 .3 .2 0 .7 .3 
1943 .2 .2 0 .3 .1 0 .1 .3 .6 .7 .2 .4 
1944 .2 .5 0 0 
Ave. .2 .35 0 .15 .15 .05 .1 .3 .4 .35 .45 .35 
Loggerhead Shrike -~ ludovicianus 
1942 
1943 0 0 .2 2.7 4.5 3.0 9.5 2.0 .6 0 0 .2 
1944 0 0 .5 3.6 
Ave. 0 0 .35 3.2 4.5 3.0 9.5 2.0 .6 0 0 .2 
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TABLE 5. (Cont. ) 
Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Ju1 Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Mourning Dove - Zenaidura macroura 
1942 1.0 4.0 25.0 51.4 89.3 83.0 6.0 .5 0 0 
1943 0 0 0 2.7 48.6 62.0 84.1 87.1 12.3 .6 0 0 
1944 0 0 0 5.5 
Ave. 0 0 .5 4.1 36.8 56.7 86.7 85.0 9.1 .6 0 0 
Upland Plover - Bartramia longicauda 
1942 0 0 0 .2 4.2 .3 0 0 0 0 
1943 0 0 0 0 2.0 6.2 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 
1944 0 0 0 0 
Ave. 0 0 0 0 1.0 3.2 4.8 .2 0 0 0 0 
Western Meadow Lark - Sturne11a neglect a 
1942 117.9 0 .3 
1943 0 .1 51.0 182.0 120.7 174.5 218.0 171.7 142.0 142.5 .4 0 
1944 2.0 6.5 33.1 122.0 
Ave. 1.0 3.3 42.0 152.0 120.7 174.5 218.0 171.7 142.0 130.2 .2 .2 
Horned Lark - Otocoris a1pestris 
1942 
1943 126.2 115.0 140.4 106.3 59.0 101.9 150.7 88.0 35.4 118.4 1.8 8.0 
1944 51.0 373.0 238.0 40.3 
Ave. 88.6 244.0 189.2 73.3 59.0 101.9 150.7 88.0 35.4 118.4 1.8 8.0 
Black-billed Magpie g!£.!!. pic a 
1942 
1943 3.4 3.2 1.0 .6 .5 1.0 .1 .3 6.1 2.8 2.0 
1944 2.3 2.3 2.1 .5 
lve. 2.3 2.,9 2.6 .7 .6 .5. 1.0 .1 .3 6.1 2.8 2.0 
Crow - Corvus bracbyrbyncbos 
1942 
1943 241.0 93.6 298.4 459.0 25.5 28.4 46.0 79.0 53.3 489.0 11.0 261.4 
1944 114.7 153.0 1154 713.0 
Ave. 177.8 123.3 726.2 586.0 25.5 28.4 46.0 79.0 53.3 489.0 11.0 261.4 
- No tally 
o None seen 
FALL FIELD DAY 
The 1600-acre Pressey Park Recre-
ation Area, located on State Highway 
21 and the South Loup River, was the 
site of the 1965 Fall Field Day, Sep-
tember 26. Twenty five people at-
tended, with a little over a quarter of 
them camping in the Park and anoth-
er group in a trailer. A pleasant in-
terlude in September's rainy weather 
ended Friday night, with a drop below 
freezing, and the day itself was cold, 
with a light shower or two. Mr. Mel-
vin Shafer and his committee from 
the ECO community (Eddyville, Cal-
laway, Oconto) furnished guide ser-
vice, and very welcome hot coffee at 
lunch and mid-morning (with rolls). 
The fifty six species of birds iden-
tified within the county that day 
were: Double-crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue Heron; Red-tailed and 
Red-shouldered Hawks; Golden Ea-
gle; Marsh and Sparrow Hawks; 
Prairie Chicken or Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Gull species, Mourning Dove, 
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Great Horned Owl, Belted Kingfish-
er; Flicker, Red-headed, Hairy, and 
Downy Woodpeckers; Eastern Phoe-
be, Empidonax species, Horned Lark, 
Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Com-
mon Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch; House and 
Rock Wrens; Brown Thrasher, Robin, 
Swainson's Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Wax-
wing, Starling; Tennessee, Orange-
crowned, Nashville, Myrtle, and Wil-
son's Warblers; American Redstart, 
House Sparrow, Western Meadow-
lark, Redwinged Blackbird, Cardinal, 
Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Ru-
fous-sided Towhee; Grasshopper and 
Vesper Sparrows; Junco species; 
Clay-colored, Harris', White-crowned, 
White-throated, Lincoln's, and Song 
Sparrows. 
The Cormorants were in a flock of 
about 130 that flew over the party, 
and the gulls in two large flocks that 
also flew over. Flocks of Franklin's 
Gulls were seen after the meeting 
near, but not in Custer County, and 
the Gulls almost certainly were 
Franklin's. The Grouse or Prairie 
Chickens were seen flying above a 
hill not too far from the road and 
could be identified by their size, and 
their flight pattern, but it was not 
yet light enough to tell which of the 
two they were. 
CORRECTION TO 1965 
SPRING REPORT 
Delete the Purple Martin entry un-
der Adams, South, and add April 6-
S for Purple Martin for Adams, Cen-
tral. 
Delete the White-winged Crossbill 
and add "F 13" for Common Redpoll 
under Adams, South. 
BOOK REVIEWS 
BIRD DISPLAY AND BEHAV-
IOR. -by Edward A. Armstrong. 
Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 
Reprint, 1965: 431 pp. $2.50 
A book first published in 1942, 
revised in 1947, and reprinted with 
some revision in 1965 brings together 
some of the most important studies 
of bird behavior. It not only deals 
with bird behavior but, to a less ex-
tent, behavior of mammals including 
man. In addition to the very readable 
text, it presents a good bibliography 
to the date of the revised edition. 
Anyone who is even slightly inter-
ested in the subject should have the 
book which is a good base for under-
standing other studies published more 
recently. Behavior is certainly one of 
the most recent and exciting ap-
proaches to bird study. Dover is do-
ing a great service by making such 
works available. -Doris Gates 
THE BIRDS OF SHAKESPEARE. 
-by James E. Harting. Argonaut 
Inc., Chicago, 1965: 321 pp. $7.50 
For one who is interested in bird 
study and literature, the book is en-
joyable and is probably one which 
would lend itself well as a book re-
view for a program for a bird club 
meeting. -Doris Gates 
GENERAL NOTES 
GYRF ALCON IN VA WES COUN-
TY. -November 27, 1965, a White 
Gyrfa1con flew to the top of a tele-
phone post very close to our car and 
stayed there for several minutes. It 
was at the east end of Whitney Lake 
within sight of the lake. We thought 
it might have been an escaped bird 
but there was no sign of a band or 
furniture of a falconer. A letter from 
the U.S. Air Force Academy of Colo-
rado Springs stated that they had not 
lost a bird. 
According to the A.O.U. Check-list, 
1957, Falco rusticolus obsoletus has 
been recorded in Johnson County, Ne-
braska, as well as other states in the 
mid-United States, even to Manhat-
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tan, Kansas. Four other people, were 
in the car: Mrs. Marjorie l Blinde, 
Mrs. Mary Peyton, Miss Ruth Gates, 
and Mrs. Jo Struempler. -Doris 
Gates, Chadron 
DAKOTA COUNTY, MAY 30 
THROUGH JUNE 4, 1965 
I never see anything pertaining to 
D~kota County in the Review, but 
there are some very good birding 
areas there at certain times of the 
year. Last year I spent a short time 
in Emerson and took time off to do 
s~me birding and some botanizing. 
Here is a list of the birds I saw in 
one five-day period, to show that 
Dakota County is still on the map: 
Great Blue and Green Herons; Bit-
tern species; Canada Goose, Mallard, 
Gadwall, Blue-winged Teal, Shovel-
ler; Turkey Vulture, Cooper's Hawk, 
Prairie Falcon, Sparrow Hawk; Bob-
white, Ring-necked Pheasant; Sora, 
American Coot; Killdeer, Spotted and 
Solitary Sandpipers, Lesser Yellow-
legs, Least Sandpiper, American Avo-
cet; Rock and Mourning Doves; 
Screech and Burrowing Owls; Whip-
poor-will, Common Nighthawk; Belted 
Kingfisher; Flicker, Red-headed and 
Downy Woodpeckers; Eastern King-
bird, Eastern Phoebe, Alder Flycatch-
er, Eastern Wood Pewee; Horned 
Lark; Barn Swallow; Blue Jay, 
Black-billed Magpie, Common Crow; 
House and Short-billed Marsh Wrens, 
Catbird, Brown Thrasher; Robin; 
Starling; Warbling Vireo; Yellow 
Warbler; Eastern Meadowlark, Red-
winged Blackbird, Orchard Oriole, 
Common Grackle; Dickcissel, Ameri-
can Goldfinch, Vesper and Chipping 
Sparrows. I am still not positive about 
the Bittern. It had all the markings 
of an American Bittern, but it was 
only about twelve or so inches high. 
,It could have been an immature. 
--Mrs. H. J. Wagner, Colo. Spr., Colo. 
EXCERPTS FROM~ LETTERS 
On October 27 Mrs. Cortelyou and 
I saw som£: partial-albino Common 
Grackles in a flock of normal Grack-
les. There were three patterns of al-
binism: white in both of the wings 
and in the tail, white in the left wing 
and in the tail, and white in the tail 
only. Because of the time intervals 
between sightings and the relative 
'locations in the flock we think there 
were two each of the first' and 'last 
pattern, for a total of five partial 
albinos. One of the latter was subject 
to a long, close, chase by a normally 
colored bird. We don't know the cause 
of the chase, and saw no other indi-
cation that the odd birds were re-
jected in any way. I h'ave seen partial 
albino Grackles at least once before, 
but never more than one at a time. 
-R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
In the center of our farm is a 65-
acre basin which this year is well 
filled with water and covered with 
weeds and rushes. And for a large 
part of the way surrounding it I had 
a large milo field. It must have been 
the perfect setting for black birds 
because I estimate that 50,000 were 
living there before I harvested the 
milo. They were mostly Redwinged 
Blackbirds, with Common Grackles 
the next most numerous. Most of 
them have moved on, but a large num-
ber still roost in the weeds, coming in 
about sunset. 
There were lots of ducks, and the 
most American Bitterns I've seen in 
years. 
The Water Pipits fly over the basin 
in a seemingly endless stream now 
(November 22). I don't know where 
they are going as they don't seem to 
light, and they seem to be going in 
the same direction all the time. 
-Lee Morris, Bradshaw 
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SOME SPRING MIGRANT AND BREEDING RECORDS 
FROM NORTHERN NEBRASKA 
Lester L. Short, Jr. 
From late M'l1Y to July, 1965, I con-
tinued my itw&stigations of hybridiza-
tion and intergradation of birds along 
the Niobrara River. The spring sea-
son seemed unusually late this year in 
northern Nebraska, with heavy frost 
recorded through May 28 at Rushville 
in Sheridan County. This report con-
cerns certain late migrants, and a few 
breeding records supplementing those 
of 1964 (Short, 1965). Field work was 
carried out within the period noted 
above at the following localities (the 
amount of time spent at each is given 
in parentheses) : 
1. Beaver Creek, 1fz mile south of 
Niobl'ara River, 23 miles NNW At-
kinson in Holt County (11 days). 
2. Niobrara River, 20 miles WSW 
Valentine in Cherry County (12 
days). 
3. Niobrara River, 10 1/2 miles S 
Rushville in Sheridan County (6 
days) . 
Additionally, nine days were spent 
along the Missouri River in Cedar 
County, Nebraska, seven miles south-
east of Yankton, South Dakota. Spe-
cimens collected during the investiga-
tion are deposited in the U. S. Nation-
al Museum; specimen numbers refer-
red to below are their U. S. National 
Museum (U.S.N.M.) numbers. 
SYSTEMATIC LIST 
Wood Duck, A ix sponsa. A lone 
male wood duck was observed feeding 
in a small marsh near the Niobrara 
River 20 miles west-southwest of Val-
entine on June 13, 1965. Wood ducks 
were otherwise seen only far to the 
east along the Niobrara River west of 
Niobrara in June, 1964, and along the 
Missouri River southeast of Yankton 
in Cedar County, Nebraska, in June, 
1965. 
Wood Thrush, Hylocichla musteli-
na. A singing male wood thrush was 
observed in dense woods beside a pond 
20 miles west-southwest of Valentine 
on June 15, 1965. Wood Thrushes 
were previously reported in the breed-
ing season along the Niobrara River 
west to 181fz miles northwest of Ains-
worth (June, 1964), in central Ne-
braska at Halsey (Short, 1961) and 
in southern Nebraska along the 
Platte-South Platte River west to 
Sutherland (Short, op. cit.). 
Swainson's Thrush, Catharus ustu-
latus. Migrant Swainson's thrushes 
were common to abundant all along 
the Niobrara River in late May of 
1964 and 1965. In 1965 they were 
observed regularly along the Niobrara 
23 miles north-northwest of Atkinson 
until June 9, and a lone bird was also 
seen there on June 11. 
Philadelphia Vireo, Vireo philadel-
phia. I was surprised to encounter a 
Philadelphia vireo on May 29, 1965, 
in low ashes and boxelders near the 
Niobrara River south of Rushville in 
Sheridan County. The bird was feed-
ing and moving about slowly, afford-
ing close observation for about 15 
minutes. I carefully noted its eye-
stripe, pale yellow underparts, and the 
absence of wing bars. Its appearance 
this far west suggests that it may 
regularly migrate through central 
Nebraska. 
Tennessee Warbler, Vermivora per-
eg1oina. Tennessee warblers were com-
mon and occasionally abundant at the 
easte-rn localities along the Niobrara 
River in late May of 1964 and 1965. 
They were common as far west as 20 
miles west-southwest of Valentine 
from May 21-24, 1965. A single male 
was encountered May 30, 1965, 10lj2 
miles south of Rushville in Sheridan 
County. This bird was taken (U.S. 
N.M. 481621) as it sang and fed 12 
feet up in a cottonwood, in a small, 
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isolated grove of cottonwoods back 
from the river. Its song was an odd, 
continuous warble lacking the typical 
inflection of this specIes' song. The 
specimen weighed 9.7 grams, had en-
larged testes (5 x 3.5 mm) and a 
small cloacal protuberance, and lacked 
fat. 
Magnolia Warbler, Dendroica mag-
nolia). A single male magnolia warb-
ler sang as it fed in a cottonwood 
south of Rushville in Sheridan Coun-
ty, on May 28, 1965. The bird (U.S. 
N.M. 481622) weighed 9.6 grams, had 
light fat and enlarged testes (5 x 3.5 
mm) with no cloacal protuberance. 
Myrtle and Audubon's Warbler, 
Dendroica coronata. Most warblers 
of this species observed in the western 
portion of the Niobrara Valley were 
Audubon's warblers. A late migration 
was noted May 27-29, 1965, south of 
Rushville in Sheridan County. All the 
birds observed in this period were 
Audubon's warblers, except for one 
adult male with a partial yellow 
throat that appeared to be a hybrid 
Myrtle x Audubon's warbler. 
Blackpoll Warbler, Dendroica stri-
ata. Blackpolls were commonly ob-
served in late May at all localities 
along the Niobrara River east of 
Cherry County. The westernmost oc-
currences were one bird each at 20 
miles west-southwes~ of Valentine on 
on May 23, 1965 and 14lh miles south-
west of Merriman on May 30, 1964. 
Mourning Warbler, Oporornis phil-
adelphia. Several mourning warblers 
were observed in late May, 1965, along 
the Niobrara River 20 miles west-
southwest of Valentine. One of these, 
glimpsed but briefly, appeared to 
have white about its eyes, but I was 
reluctant to call it a MacGillivray's 
warbler (0. tolmiei). A single mourn-
ing warbler was observed and col-
lected south of Rushville in Sheridan 
County on May 27, 1965. This bird, 
a male (U.S.N.M. 481623) with en-
larged testes (7 x 5 mm), weighed 
14.7 grams. If this species is, indeed, 
of more frequent occurrence in west-
ern Nebraska than MacGillivray's 
warbler, it is difficult to explain why 
only MacGillivray's warblers have 
been recorded just to the north in the 
Black Hills (Pettingill and Whitney, 
1965). 
Western Tanager, Piranga ludovi-
ciana. A group of three male western 
tanagers was observed May 29, 1965, 
along the Niobrara River south of 
Rushville in Sheridan County. The 
birds were flycatching from branches 
of boxelders and ashes on a slope. One 
male (U.S.N.M. 481627) was collected 
as it chased a female cowbird (Molo-
thrus ater) from an ash into a cotton-
wood. The specimen weighed 32.6 
grams, had very light fat, and en-
larged testes (9 x 6 mm). The occur-
rence of migrant western tanagers 
along the Niobrara is noteworthy, as 
the closely related scarlet tanager 
(P. olivacea) breeds west along the 
Niobrara to 20 miles west-southwest 
of Valentine, about 100 miles east of 
where these western tanagers were 
observed. 
White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotri-
chia leucophrys. As late as May 27, 
1965, a single white-crowned sparrow 
was noted with a flock of chipping 
sparrows (8pizella pusserina) and 
clay-colored sparrows (8. pallida) 
along the Niobrara River south of 
Rushville in Sheridan County. 
Clay-colored Sparrow, 8pizella pal-
lida. Small flocks of clay-colored spar-
rows were noted 20 miles west-south-
west of Valentine in Cherry County 
and south of Rushville in Sheridan 
County in late May, 1965. These flocks 
were primarily associated with chip-
ping sparrows (8. passerina). Three 
female specimens were secured, two 
20 miles west-southwest of Valentine 
on May 24, 1965, and one May 27, 
1965, south of Rushville. The former 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, Inc. 
5109 Underwood Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska 68132 
Return Requested 
two (U.S.N.M. 481624, 481625) each 
had an enlarged ovary with tiny ova 
and moderate fat. They weighed 12.1 
and 12.6 grams, respectively. The 
Rushville bird (U.S.N.M. 481626) 
weighed 12.5 grams, and had a very 
large ovary (8 x 5 mm) and heavy 
fat. 
Chestnut-collared Lor.gspur, Cal-
carius ornatus. Two apparently mated 
pairs of these long spurs were noted 
June 17, 1965, in a field in hills north 
of the Niobrara River 20 miles west-
southwest of Valentine. 
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AUGUST EICHE. 1870-1965 
August Eiche, an honorary mem-
ber of the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union, died in Lincoln December 11, 
1965, at the age of 95. 
In addition to prominence in busi-
ness, civic, and fraternal affairs, Mr. 
Eiche was a noted ornithologist and 
held several offices in the NOU in 
the 1900's. He received an honorary 
degree in ornithology from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska and was an hon-
orary bird curator. His collection of 
birds, including all species of wild 
ducks in North America and four 
species of whooping cranes, was given 
to the University in 1926. 
EDGAR D. WIEDER 1900 - 1965 
Nebraska lost an outstanding natu-
ralist with the November 7th death of 
Edgar D. Wieder of North Platte, 
Nebraska. During his years as an 
employee of a Public Power System 
he learned to know and love Nebraska 
as few do. As an amateur photogra-
pher he preserved on film the wild 
flowers of the state. His collection of 
slides is, perhaps, unparalleled in the 
state. 
Not content to capture natural 
beauty on film he shared his love of 
nature with his fellows in illustrated 
lectures that brought nature alive for 
the novice and the expert. He and his 
teenage helper, Steve Luna, brought 
the story of Nebraska wild flowers 
to audiences across the state. 
Having pretty well completed the 
wild, flower series he was just begin-
ning a series of bird and animal 
photographs when he was called 
away. 
He was a man of whom his friends 
could say "My life is fuller because 
I knew him." 
-Glenn Viehmeyer, Margaret Morton 
Those who attended the Ogallala 
meeting will recall his talk there. 
